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Tip of the Week: Use project-based learning to connect
your classroom to the business world!
Experiential learning is a core component of Haas degree programs,
and working on real-world projects (including online projects)
significantly boosts student learning. As an alternative or addition to
traditional end-of-semester assessments, some of which have been
harder to implement under distance learning, try incorporating a
real-world final project into your classroom to enrich students’
experience. Here is how you can get started:
1. Begin with a driving question. What is a realistic problem or part of a
problem that students could solve using knowledge and skills from your
course? For example, students could help a company increase efficiency in its
supply chain, or develop a growth plan for expanding operations. To increase
relevance for students, look for opportunities to let them choose or shape
their own question.
2. Use platforms such as Riipen to find questions and partners. R
 iipen is an
experiential learning platform and marketplace for project-based learning
that offers end-to-end support — from course ideation and design to
matchmaking, technical support, and student onboarding. Industry partners
are available from across the U.S. and Canada.
a. Riipen educator one-pager
b. Riipen platform overview
c. Riipen Educator FAQ

d. Join the Berkeley portal on Riipen
3. Support students’ progress with milestones and tangible products.
End-of-semester final projects can be daunting, but setting milestones
throughout the semester for students to build up to their final products can
help them stay on track. To provide extra support, you can use existing
open-source datasets, presentation templates, and technology such as
Jamboard or Jupyter to help students design and present their projects. For
maximum impact, invite target companies to view student presentations or
write-ups.
4. Book a consultation with Haas Digital to talk about how to bring
project-based learning into your course or to get started using edtech such
as Riipen.
a. Schedule a 1-on-1 Consultation with Haas Digital
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